
Juggling With Figures.

Edward Atkuaeon ia the statistical
champion of the monay power, and if a
premium vers offered for making figures
ceeraisgly lie, by illogical anduowar
ranted deductions, he would easily win

it. Apart from his reputation as a ma-

nipulator of statistics, he has won some
notoriety by tracing the increase of des
titution among the laboring classes to a
waste in cooking.

In an article on "Farm Mortgage Sta-

tistics," in the Forum for May, Mr. At-

kinson exercises his peculiar ability in
making the best possible showing for
debtor farmers, by an unusual sacrifice
of candor, and then takes the extraordi
nary position that the more farmers owe,

the better they are off. The comparative

increase of farm mortgage debt within a
given time is the true measure of agri
cultural prosperity. The farm indebted
ness, which increased 156 per cent,

during the last census decade, while

population increased less than 25 per
cent, indicates thrift and was a "pro
gressive" increase. As Mr. Atkinson
Bays: "This view of the matter is the
very reverse of the construction which
ia usually given to these facts." He
might have added that his view ia the
reverse of the construction that will con

tinue to be given them by all persona

who use figures to illustrate the truth
and not merely to bolster special pleas
in behalf of class interests.

According to Mr. Atkinson, the most
striking evidence of national prosperity
ia that between 1880 and 1889, inclusive,
9,517,717 mortgages were executed upon
farms and lots, to the amount of $12,094,

877,393, while at the close of the decade
$6,019,679,985 of the amount remained
unpaid. By drawing further upon the
last census, his position could be greatly
strengthened, assuming that he is right
in estimating a man's prosperity by the
amount he owes and the interest he has

to pay. Our total private indebtedness
at the close of 1889 was 12 billion dol

lars a progressive increase of 13 billion
dollars in ten years. This omits the
proof of prosperity to be squeezed out of

our national, state, county, town and
municipal indebtedness. So that the 6

billion dollars and more on farms and
lota largely the mortgaged homes of
working people represented at that
time considerably less than one-thir- d of

the portion of private indebtedness that
was acknowledged to the census takers.

In supporting his theory, that the gen-

eral prosperity may be truly gauged by
the amount of interest which is paid to
money lenders the greater the aggre-

gate amount of interest the better for

the debtor class Mr. Atkinson has to

notice and make some sort of accounting
for the aggravated distress of the past
year. This was incidental and charge-

able to congressional and legislative in-

terference with the railroad corporations
to tampering with the gold standard of

value and( threatening to restore depre-

ciated silver to the coinage.
In making out his case that the farm-er-a

of the United States are under a de-

lusion in supposing that they are not
enjoying normal prosperity, Mr. Atkin-
son omits pertinent facts of which two
especially essential ones will be noted
here.

While he does not fail to credit the
mortgagor with the amount of mortgaged
debt liquidated during the last official
decade, he makes no mention or estimate
of the proportion which was settled by
foreclosure and the transfer of title from
the owner to the creditor, or someone
else, because of the debtor's inability to
pay. Tet the records will prove that this
proportion has been distressingly large
tsd iaYtstfjaUoa will prove that it cry
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be at least proximately measured by the
proportion of farms that are occupied by
renters and which is fast duplicating the
tenant system of Europe. The farms of
the United States may be classified, in a
general sense, with results that are close
to the truth, into three equal divisions,
one of which is occupied by the owners
and unencumbered, one mortgaged but
still in possession of the owners, the re-

maining third being lost to the owners
and occupied by tenants.

The other omission of Mr. Atkinson
referred to was in failing to note the de-

preciation of farm lands in value within
the period of which he treats. That de-

preciation has not been lees than 50 per
cent within fifteen years, taking the av-

erage" of the whole country. Does the
loss of many billions of dollars from this
source bear no such relation to the finan-

cial condition of farmers as would justify
a professional statistician in taking it
into hia calculations?

The impression Mr. Atkinson tries to
give of the status of agriculture fits
badly with the facts and figures in the
case, even taking the mortgage record
as quoted by himself. Still, crushing as
is the agricultural debt, which is covered
by real estate security, the real distress
among producers is far more truly, typi-

fied by debts secured by chattel mortgage.
Nebraska is among the few states which
require registrars of deeds to keep tabu-
lated records of these transactions. For
the year ending May 1, 1892, before the
late panic, chattel mortgages were filed
in Nebraska to the amount of $25,138,016,

or more than two-third- s of the amount
represented by real estate mortgages for
the same time. During that year there
were 2,100 real estate mortgages satisfied
by foreclosure in the productive state of
Nebraska.

The forced inferences of Mr. Atkinson
but mock the debt-stifle- d industries of
the nation. He is but the apologist of
conditions under which about all the
earnings of industry not required to keep
producers fed and sheltered are passing
into the hands of money lenders. The
rate at which the producing forces of the
United States have been compelled to
pile up debt has brought ruin to hundreds
of thousands and must end in collapse.

Theealth of the world is being absorbed
by professional money owners through
the law of interest. Already 250,000 per-

sona own 80 per cent of the wealth of
the United States and have confiscating
claims on a large portion of the remain-
ing 20 per cent

There can be no peaceful solution of
the vital problem now demanding atten-
tion except in a popular uprising and an
independent appeal to the ballot " The
parties and politicians by whom the gov
ernment has been surrendered to greed
and special privilege must be cast adrift
If farmers and wageworkers would save
anything and secure the right to rational
existence they must unite their forces at
the polls. They have been plundered and
are inexorably doomed as the result of
infamous legislation dictated and paid
for by conspiring wealth. They possess
overwhelming numerical power and its
intelligent exercise in a constitutional
way is alone necessary to compel the
substitution of laws shaped in the com-

mon interest for legislation that has been
enacted to enable money sharks to prey
on industry and to place labor at the
feet of capital. Rocky Mountain News,
May 17.

The "Dogs and the Fieaa" is a comi
cal, instructive and intensely interest
hag book. Of course it is political Sea
premium list
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Harvester History.

For the benefit of the younger genera-
tion, we reprint below some interesting
figures from the Deering Farm Journal
Bhowing the dates on which the Marsh
Harvester, the Wire Binder and the
Twine Binder were first put out by the
leading harvester manufacturers. The
older generation does not nesd to be told.
It remembers Hussey'a Reaper in 1833

and the McCormiok some twelve years
later. It remembers about reading in
1858 of the success of the Marsh Brothers
in their new harvester. It remembers
how the Deering people held the field
alone with this machine during most of
the seventeen years' life of the patent
Then, when the patent did expire, the
older generation remembers that William
Deering & Co. came out with the Wire
Binder. This was in 1874, and the younger
generation even, can remember the rapid
strides that followed. How after this
pioneer in automatic binders had had
the field for three years, McCormiok and
the other manufacturers fell into line;
and how in 1873 the Deering people
spoiled the whole wire binder business
by coming out with the Appleby Twine
Binder. Both old and young must
smile as they now look back at the frantio
attempts made by the late converts to
wire binders, to push that machine in
the face of the wonderful twine binder,
and how they finally were all ultimately
compelled to fall into line and manu-

facture the twine binder under the
Appleby patents. The Farm Journal
tells the story of the successive steps in
manufacture by means of a witty drama
entitled "Crow and Quail," which is
clinched by the following statement:

The following are the dates on which
various manufacturers began building and
putting on the market harvesters, wire
binders and twine binders. The dates for
Deering machines are exact. Those for
competing firms are according to our beat
knowledge.

MARSH HARVESTER,
PEERING 18M
Wood , . .1874
Osborne 1x75
McCormlck 15Uuckeye 1x77
Champion 1H81

ritno im
Autoaatio bii.de is wtre first put upon

machines and sold as follows:
DEERING 1874
Wood 1874
McCormlck M77
Buckeye IN77
Osborne 1878
Champion ihi
Wano im

The Appleby twine bitdcr wis applitd to
the Marsh harvesters as follows:
DEERING 1878
Esterly ihbo
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Child lab jr lu an; kdus.rj u not A

"resourco of the poor," it ia a crime of
capitalism. Capitalism counts upon re-

ducing the father's wages by employing
the child. The civilization that makes
it a part of its economic plan ia recking
with the blood of innocents. Not to
make poverty endurable, but to abol-

ish it ia the mission of social dam ocr&oy

Twentieth Century, May 10.

"Stubborn Facta in a Nutshell, Eng-

lish, German or Swede; five cents each;
f t per hundred ; $ 30 per thousand. Ad-

dress People's party To--

peka.

THE MARKETS.
Chicago, May 21, 1334.

Whiat Cash, 8fr4 cents; July, 57 cents;
Sept 68? cents.

Cokn Cash, 87 cents; July, 87? cents;
Sept., 88i cents.

Oats Cash, 8!tt(J cents ; July, 2 cents.
Fobk Cash 11120.

livx
Kansas City, May 21, 1804.

Cattie Shipping steers, 13.154.75; native

S3JU; bulls, $rJ53L4&.
Iloo-B- ulk of sales, 14.604.79; lights, york-e-n

and pigs, f4.4Xp4.70.

HORSES.

W. S. Tough & Son, managers of the Kansas
City Stock Yards horse and mule department,
report the market as being decidedly off.
Prices are from $7 to $10 lower than during the
past week on everything except stylish road-
sters and knee actors. This class are still sell-
ing fairly well Leggy, rough coupled draft
horses are hard to sell at any price and it Is
almost impossible to get a bid on a cheap,
pluggy homo.

Extra draft, 4 to 7 years J100 00 135 00
Good draft, " 60 00 " 90 00
Extra drivers " 100 00 " 175 OO
Good drivers 14 6500" 90 00
Saddle good to extra 75 00 " 175 00
Southern mares and geldings. . 25 00 75 00
Western range, unbroken 20 CO " 60 00
Western ponies 12 60 " 30 00

MULES.

Market fairly active. A little more move-
ment in all grades. Prices steady at quota-
tions.

i t0 ' $ 45 00 60 CO
" " Rood 85 00 " 50 00hands 4 to 7 years, extra 75 00 " 00 00

. xtr 100 00 " 00
?ood 90 00 " 100 00

16 to 16$, good to extra 1C0 00 " 135 00

WOOL.

Sllberman Bros., 312 and 214 Michigan street.
Chicago, get out a weekly report of the wool
market which they will be glad to send on an.
plication.

Prices for Kansas and Nebraska wools are:

H!te?i 00 to 10c

hnS
Medium iiotoiS
Low medium " "Coarse

etc
IOC to 120

depends apoa how you sell your Wool. 1 yon
direct to mttrtnt. unrl tr, h 4t I

Is no experiment. Our shinner teatitv tn it
Wo will not only obtain the highest market

Wool, If you ship us, but we will send you quick
are revolutionizing the Wool trade by oux
and Quick Returns. We bavedono what

said was Impossible. Instead of taking six to
make returns for Wool, as most houses do,

in that many days, and our shippers back as
Write for Prices on Wool and see the

our shippers. We are not an exclusive Wool
Hay, Gr&la and Produce of all kinds.
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iuuwjLj uj permission to
The Bradrtreet Cow pony t I )
Rational Bank of XUInoi. Chicago! VT
Lincoln National Bunk. Cnlca?oi - 1
Ytnt National Hink Otilnir. Tllfffntn VJ
Peoples Hat Bunk. Rock Island, JAM t -
Iowa national Bank, Ouumwa. Iowa. V- -r tr r r m


